Bilateral total hip and knee replacement in rheumatoid arthritis patients.
Between 1978 and 1983, 14 patients suffering from rheumatoid arthritis were treated by bilateral total hip and knee replacement. At the time of this follow-up study (32-92 months postoperatively) one patient had died of concomitant disease and was excluded. The postoperative results regarding pain relief, improvement in performing daily activities, and function were studied in the remaining 13 patients. A 200-point rating scale was used, which compared the pre- and postoperative findings at follow-up. All patients showed marked relief from pain, good function and a good functional score. Although walking ability did not always improve, all patients were enthusiastic.